
           
 

 

 

  
 

Issue 57                                                 Christmas 2009       

 
FROM THE HEADMASTER 

 
Dear Parents, 
 
I write this over looking the building site that will soon be 
the foundations of the new school hall. Like most 
projects, the foundations have to be deep and strong 
enough to hold up the rest of the building in the future. 
It reminds me a little of children’s education; the 
foundations laid now are for their future development 
and need to be strong enough to carry them through the 
challenges and changes of life ahead. And, rather like a 
building site, education sometimes involves a little mess 
and noise before a gleaming product of finely crafted 
perfection is produced! 
 
It has been a very good term at Leehurst Swan with the 
pupils achieving great strides in their progress. The 
Senior pupils and the Swans receive school reports at the 
end of this term which reflect their hard work and 
progress. The majority are overwhelmingly positive and I 
am delighted with all that they have achieved. 
 
Prep pupils will have reports by half term of next term, 
but they have also made great strides this term. 
 
The term has been packed with events and this 
newsletter is only a summary of some of the activities, 
there are many more on the web site.   Log on to view the 
pictures and updates on the building at 
www.leehurstswan.org.uk  
 
Trips have been in abundance, although not overseas at 
this time of year, and Leehurst Swan pupils have 
contributed to a number of local events including 
Remembrance at the City Hall, the Welcome Home Parade 
of the Rifles and Carol singing in St Thomas’s Church as 
part of the Christmas Tree Festival. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The school actively supports a number of charities and 
the pupils have been much involved in fund raising during 
the term. The Trussell Trust shoe box appeal received 
the largest number of boxes ever from the school and 
the Jo Benson Trust received the results of the 
Harvest Festival sale of food. The pupils have also 
raised money for charities including Children in Need, 
(football match) a mile of Pennies for SSAFA and 
Hannah Reed organised a ball (Bow Ties and Ball Gowns) 
that raised a staggering £2865 for Naomi House. Cake 
sales thrive and the immortal words of “let them eat 
cake” continue at Leehurst Swan for all the right 
reasons. 
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Sports results have been rather like the recent weather: 
mixed. The boys’ football teams have enjoyed success 
against local rivals but despite determined efforts, the 
girls’ netball teams have not had the most successful 
season. The cross country teams, however, have moved up 
the ratings considerably.  We clearly have pupils with 
stamina and fitness. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
So the Christmas holidays draw near with the sounds of 
Wassail, Christingle, Key Stage 1 and Pre-Prep concerts 
and the Carol Service all in the air. They form the 
foundations of our celebration of Christmas at Leehurst 
Swan and memories of school days in years to come.  I 
hope you have a very enjoyable and peaceful Christmas 
and New Year. Happy Christmas! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The AAA (Alumni et Amicitia Association)  
 
The association has been established for all former pupils 
and staff of Leehurst, Swan, La Retraite, La Retraite 
Swan and Leehurst Swan Schools. If you know of former 
pupils or staff please ask them to contact  Jane Howells, 
(General Secretary) AAA, at Leehurst Swan School 
alumni@leehurstswan.org.uk Membership is free and the 
newsletter is also available free of charge. 
 
 
 
 

Parking 
 
During the building project car parking on site has been 
severely reduced. Pupils can best be collected and 
dropped off on Campbell Road or St Mark’s Avenue.  
 
Lost Property 
 
Please would all parents check their children's P.E kit at 
Christmas and return any items that do not belong to 
their child, to the correct owner. This applies to Senior 
pupils as well as Prep. 
 
 
 
 
Roger Leake 
Headmaster 

CHARITY NEWS 

 

This has been an extremely busy term for fundraising 

and, as always, pupils and staff from Leehurst Swan 

have been generous with time, effort and money.  

The school charity for this year is SSAFA, which 

supports soldier, sailors, airmen and their families.   

 

The Harvest collection was a great success which 

provided two boxes of food for the Trussell Trust, the 

remainder being sold in aid of the Jo Benson Daycare 

Centre.  This centre is run entirely on charitable 

giving and our help is always greatly appreciated.  

This was the 39
th
 year that the school had been 

present at the sale. 

 

Soon after the Harvest collection we collected shoe 

boxes for the Trussell Trust to send to Bulgaria.  At 

the time of writing we have collected 86 shoe boxes 

which is our best total to date.  In addition to all the 

above, forms have been having cake sales etc. to 

raise additional funds, some of which are listed 

below. 

 
The non uniform day raised £220.82, and 10X cake 

sale raised £34.77 for SSAFA. 

 

The Children in Need fancy dress football match 

raised £87.02. 

 

The Y1/2 cake sale raised £106.00 for Great Ormond 

Street Hospital. 
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The Mile of Pennies raised £217.25 also for SSAFA. 

 

 
 

 

 
Thank you to all the staff, pupils and parents who have 

been so generous with their support. 

 

BOOK FAIR 

 

Thank you to all parents who supported the Prep Book 

Fair. Books to the value of £150 have been added to 

Prep bookcases. 

 

HISTORY 

 

Years 4 and 7 Mosaics 

 

Mrs Joanna Dewfall came into school all day on 

Wednesday 18
th
 November to teach Year 4 and 7 about 

Roman mosaic art.  Each pupil produced a mosaic 

coaster.  They all thoroughly enjoyed the day and the 

results are impressive; coasters can be seen on display 

near the Hall.  We are very grateful to all the parents 

who helped.  The day would not have been such a 

success without you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HISTORY TRIP 

 
 

 

 

Year 7 pupils enjoyed a visit to the Roman Baths.  

They attended a workshop and also had a tour of 

different parts of the Roman Baths. They visited the 

Christmas Market in the Abbey Square and 

experienced some of the entertainment there.   It was 

a cold, frosty morning and the steam from the hot 

spring made the Baths look quite magical!  Thank 

you to the pupils for being well behaved and to the 

staff, who accompanied the visit. 

 

MUSIC DEPARTMENT 

 

Over 50 pupils from Years 3 to 6 walked to St 

Thomas’s Church on December 1
st
 accompanied by 

staff and parents to sing at the annual Christmas Tree 

Festival.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The pupils sang a variety of traditional carols and 

Christmas songs and entertained an appreciative 

audience for about half an hour.  It was a very 

enjoyable occasion and the Church was beautifully 

decorated with 110 trees from different 

organizations, including one from Leehurst Swan. 

Well done to Mr Thomas and the Prep Choir! 

 

Parents are reminded that should your child wish to 

commence instrumental music lessons at school, the 

Music Department does have a stock of instruments 

(saxophone, clarinet, flute, guitar, violin, trumpet, 

trombone, cello) that pupils may borrow, free of 

charge.  This means that parents need not purchase an 

instrument at first. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

AFTER SCHOOL CARE TELEPHONE NUMBER 

 

If you need to contact After School Care at or after the 

end of the Prep school day (3.00 pm), please ONLY 

use following telephone direct dial numbers: 

 

Pre-School and  

children under age  8:          01722 424129 

All other  Prep  children:     01722 424125 

 

However, these numbers are not for use during the 

Prep School day. (Parents should call 01722 333094 

for all queries during the school day.) 

 

BOOSTER INJECTIONS 

 

Parents of pupils aged between 12-14 years are 

reminded that their children are due to receive the 

diphtheria, tetanus and polio boosters.  As this 

procedure is not carried out in school, please contact 

your family doctor for further information 

 

ABSENCE FROM SCHOOL 

 

If your child is unexpectedly absent, please 

remember to telephone Reception to report him/her 

absent by 9:00 am 

JUDO 

 

Judo lessons will recommence next term on Tuesday 

12
th
 January 2010. 

 

GYM CLUB 

 

Gym club will recommence next term on Monday 11
th
  

January 2010. 

 

SWIMMING  

 

Swimming will recommence: 

 

Pre-Prep            Tuesday 12
th
 January  

Y5              Monday 11
th
 January 

Y11 GCSE,Y7  Thursday 7
th
 January 

Y4,Y3,Y2,Y1   Thursday 7
th
 January 

Y6 will start swimming lessons after Easter 

 

Please would parents write a note to their child's form 

teacher to withdraw him/her from swimming or other 

sporting activity on a school day if he/she is unable to 

take part due to illness or injury. 

 

BAD WEATHER PROCEDURE 

 

If the school should need to close for any reason 

Spire FM will be informed.  Please listen to the 

radio for details.  Please also check the school 

website for any announcements. 

 

Scholarship and Entrance Examination for 

September 2010 

 

Entrance and Scholarship examinations for entry to 

the Senior School in September 2010 will take place 

on 16
th
 January.  For entry into Year 7 the 

examination will consist of papers in English, Maths 

and Science. Academic Scholarships are available for 

up to 100% of the full fees on a means tested basis.  

Parents must apply for these Scholarships using the 

forms available from the Bursar.  They are awarded 

on the performance in the Entrance Examination.  All 

applications for means tested scholarships should be 

received on or before the 16
th
 January.  Also 

available are scholarships in Music, Art and Sport.  If 

you would like your child to sit the entrance 

examination or be considered for a scholarship please 

contact Mrs Beverley Smith, Registrar, who will 

provide you with the necessary form for completion. 

 

Academic scholarships are also available for children 

entering Year 3 in September 2010, which will be 

based on examination results.  The children will be 

tested in both literacy and numeracy. 

 

Scholarship Dates 

 

Art - Wednesday 20
th
 January 

Music - Thursday 21
st
 January 

Sports (PE) - Monday 25
th
 January  

 

All pupils taking a Scholarship Examination will be 

sent a letter informing them of the arrangements. 

 

All Scholarship Examinations will take place in the 

morning. 

 

If you have not registered your child, please 

contact the Registrar as soon as possible. 

 

UNIFORM 

 

Please note that gloves should be burgundy or 

navy.  Only the school scarf may be worn when it 

is cold. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

SECOND HAND UNIFORM NOTICE 

 

The Second Hand uniform shop is now open on 

Wednesday afternoons between 2.00 pm and 4.30 pm. 

 

Please note that we do not require any more white 

school shirts or old logo items.  However, there is 

always a demand for caps, hats, ties, girls’ summer 

dresses, kilts and blazers.   

 

JOHN LEWIS IN SCHOOL 

 

Following discussions with John Lewis to try and 

improve the service that they offer to our parents it has 

been agreed that they will attend school once a month. 

 

They will be in the Library between 2.00 - 4.30 pm on 

Wednesdays once a month on the following dates: 

January 20
th
, February 24

th
, March 24

th
.
 

 

These are sample selling visits. This means they will 

have samples of uniform for the pupils to try on but 

none to take away on the day. They will take orders 

and deal with any queries or concerns that parents 

have.  

RS 

 

Year 10 as part of RS visited St Thomas’s Church and 

enjoyed the Christmas Tree Festival. 

  

MINI BUS SERVICES 

 

In collaboration with Godolphin School there is a 

minibus service operating from Shrewton via 

Durrington, Amesbury and the Winterbournes that 

drops off Leehurst Swan pupils at St Mark’s 

roundabout.  There is a return service. There are also 

minibuses operating from Romsey via Whiteparish, 

Alderbury to Godolphin School, from Andover via 

Middle Wallop to Godolphin and from Fordingbridge 

via Breamore, Downton, Charlton All Saints to 

Godolphin and a route from Kingsworthy, Stockbridge 

the old Pheasant Public House on the A30 to 

Godolphin. Please contact the Bursar by  e-mail 

bursar@leehurstswan.org.uk or phone Salisbury 

424123 for further information. 

 

ADMINISTRATION OF MEDICINE IN SCHOOL 

 

Please would parents complete the appropriate form if 

they wish staff to administer medicine to their child.  A 

copy of the form is available to download from the 

School website. 

 

Please would parents ensure that if their child requires 

an asthma inhaler that one is brought into school (with 

the child’s name on it) in case it is needed. 

 

WASSAIL IN PICTURES 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

. 
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The Mile of Pennies raised £217.25 also for SSAFA. 

 

 
 

 

 
Thank you to all the staff, pupils and parents who have 

been so generous with their support. 
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Thank you to all parents who supported the Prep Book 

Fair. Books to the value of £150 have been added to 

Prep bookcases. 
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Years 4 and 7 Mosaics 

 

Mrs Joanna Dewfall came into school all day on 

Wednesday 18
th
 November to teach Year 4 and 7 about 

Roman mosaic art.  Each pupil produced a mosaic 

coaster.  They all thoroughly enjoyed the day and the 

results are impressive; coasters can be seen on display 

near the Hall.  We are very grateful to all the parents 
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Year 7 pupils enjoyed a visit to the Roman Baths.  

They attended a workshop and also had a tour of 

different parts of the Roman Baths. They visited the 

Christmas Market in the Abbey Square and 
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spring made the Baths look quite magical!  Thank 
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staff, who accompanied the visit. 

 

MUSIC DEPARTMENT 

 

Over 50 pupils from Years 3 to 6 walked to St 

Thomas’s Church on December 1
st
 accompanied by 

staff and parents to sing at the annual Christmas Tree 

Festival.  
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enjoyable occasion and the Church was beautifully 
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